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ASIATIC BAZAAR
The Klerksdorp Chamber has resolved to send the Asiatics to
Locations and to confine their trade within those Locations. The
Chamber wrote to the Potchefstroom Chamber seeking its support
on this question, but the latter did not endorse the resolution, arguing
that the Indians could not be sent to Locations unless they were paid
compensation. The [Potchefstroom] Chamber has accordingly refUsed
to write to the Government,
FREEDOM FOR BLACKS TO DRINK
There is a movement in Pretoria against prohibition among Coloured
persons. According to newspaper reports, there is a person named
Cassim who plays a leading part in this movement. Meetings have
been held at Pretoria on this question. A petition to the Transvaal
Government has been drafted. The petition argues that Coloured
persons can get liquor despite the prohibition. A large number of whites
exploit the situation to fleece the people. Since Coloured persons do
in any case drink on the sly, it would be better to let them do so openly.
Being obliged to drink surreptitiously, they gulp down whatever they
can lay hands on and get drunk. The petitioners argue that, instead
of allowing this to continue, everyone may be permitted to drink. A large
number of signatures are being obtained from Coloured persons. They
cannot get any Indians to sign it, and I hope that no Indian will. I
see the hand of whites behind this petition. The Dutch rulers are inclined
to allow the Coloured persons some freedom to drink.1 If there had
been no agitation in England against such a move, a Bill to this effect
would have been passed during the last session of Parliament, I know
that some Indians buy liquor illegally, and drink it too. Even those
who drink know that it is a bad habit, but they do not give it up. They
think it is a habit which cannot be broken. They do not realize that
they show little spirit in holding on to this belief. If they take their
courage in both hands and get rid of the habit, they will do themselves
as well as their community a lot of good*
CONGEALED KNIFE
Not only does the Government attack us with unsheathed swords,
but it also has concealed knives in its armoury. Last year a law was
passed about the keeping of dogs as pets. Normally one would not
read such a law. I did not read it myself. It is only when they enforce
the law that we discover that it subjects us to further harassment. Some
Indians residing outside the municipal limits keep dogs. The Govern-
ment says that they should pay ten shillings a year for keeping one,
1 They did not have this freedom at the time of writing.